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THE MUGA CULTURE : A COTTAGE
BASED INDUSTRY AS SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT IN ASSAM

DR. HIMANTA BORGOHAIN
DR. MALA HAZARIKA

ABSTRACT: North East India is considered as the original home
of muga culture. The Muga culture of Assam has been in existence
since time immemorial. In Assam, Muga silk weaving is an ancient
craft, though there is no define and precise mention of the time of its
origin. Due to lack of definite and authentic contemporary historical
accounts, different scholars have drawn different opinions. This
paper is an altempt to find out the Muga culture of Assam as the
cottage industry which has been bearing as sustainable development
in socio-economic as well as health development among the Assamese
people since time immemonial. In order to prepare this paper both
primary as well as the secondary dala is used. Primary data have
been collected by observation, interview of the respondents field
source i.¢. the Sivasagar district. The Secondary data are collected
from different published Reporis of the Central Silk Board,
Government of India, Directorate of Sericulture; Government of
Assam from inlernet elc. Descriptive research design was applied
for this study. The paper reveals that despite some barriers or
drawbacks of lake of awareness cbm;:ld m weaving “‘73‘“&
there is opportunity for H evelopment of Muga
cuhmi?ﬂmﬂ of the members of the society are very much
active and willing to grow themselves.

KEYWORDS: Muga Culture, World Market, Cottage Industry,
Handloom I o
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GENDERING EXPERIENCE OF LOCKDOWN
DURING COVID -19 IN ASSAM

Dr. Himanta Borgohain

Abstract

During the COVID-19 pandemic has provoked the already existing gender
mequalities with substantial implications on women. With the closure of offices
and educational institutions, and the emerging norm of work from home and online
education, along with the lack of services of domestic worker, the need to perform
unpaid chores in the household has increased. Simultaneously, the requirements of
social distancing and sanitization have created new burden for the women. Owing
to the sexual division of labour (sex roles), and gendered roles and social norms of
performing domestic and care work, the burden of work of falls disproportionately on
women. In this context, the objectior of the paper is to study the impact of COVID-19
on women and gender differences in Sitvvsagar district of Assam. Especially the
paper will do a comparative analysis of the gender differences on their work arena
before and during the lockdown, and analyse the reasons for the same.

Keywords: Gender, Gender Roles, COVID-19, Lockdown, Gender Equality.

INTRODUCTION

impacts lockd myl for fight against this pandemic situation.
W“pufamh their ¢ been disruptive and changed thz?vay in whi

: Ml"-“‘"“‘"ﬂdgolboutﬁ\drmmuvs.su
impact has however not been the same across all social groups, with the o
existing social F‘WW‘WWM differently due to the

g social inequalities. Specifically, the lockdown has widened the €xis5

o5



Aata-Pachic Joumal of Regional Sclonce
Bt idorom 10.9007/54 1685 022-00350-x

ARTICLE Y

* oull

Services sector growth and interstate income divergence
in India

Priyanka Dutta' - Hemanta Barman’

Racaivac: 31 March 2022 / Accaptoc: 16 July 2022
© The Japan Section of the Raglonad Scionce Assodation Istomational 2022

Abstract

One distinctive charactenistic of an accekeration in the servicos asctor in India is that
only a fow segments within the overall services sector have shown high and per
sistent growth. Moreover, these segments am concentrated in & bw states leading
to regional income disparity across states. Using data from 25 stakes for the poriod
1995-2020, we oxamined whether there is comvennoe or diverpence in services
nct stake domestic prodoct (NSDP) across Indian stakes. We otilzed pursmetnic as
well as noo-parametric econometric echniques i the study. Non-parumetric meth-
ods such as kermel density estimation and trunsition probubility matnx allowed us
to visualze the complete distribution dynamics of the convergence for the cnotire
period considered in this study. Findings of cur study suggest diverging tronds in the
per capita services NSDP across states with an indication of coavergonce in the finst
10 yours of the sample period.

Keywords Income incquality - Convergence - Services sector - Indis

1 Introduction

Economic equality across megions is onc of the muin development goals of Indian
cconamy. Inequality lnmdmd&wlmtmmgm-ﬂxm
regionz] dispanitics among different segments of the society received srious atten-
tion in the adoption of economic policy since the beginning of the planning era
(Kunian 2000). However, dospite a constant cfort and rapid cconomic growth, eco-
nomic inequality in per capita income and other socioeconomic indicators across
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CHAPTER

Role of Information and
Communication Technologies in
India’s Services Trade

Privanka Dutta
Hemanta Barman

Abstract

Using an extended gravity model approach, this paper
empirnically examines the impacts of ICT development on Ifidia’s
bilateral services Trade. The empirical examination is carried out
using nine services items which are clubbed under two categorics-
ICT enabled services category and the other category. Following
internatonal Telecomumunication Udion, Uik PISHENL siuay
constructed a comprehensive ICT development index (TDI) which
captures the development of information technology in a country
under three different dimensions. The results indicate that ICT
development has significant positive contributions to the growth
of India’s ICT enabled services trade. Apart from ICT
development index, combined gross domestic product of India
and its trading partner, common official language, regional trade
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FINANCIAL INCLUSION AMONG THE TEA
GARDEN WORKERS IN ASSAM

Priyanka Dutta' and Gayatn Goswams?

! Research Scholar, Department of Economics, Gauhati University, Assam
*Associate Professor. Department of Economics. Gauhati University, Assam

Absmact:

Using data from a sample survey conducted in six districts of Assam_ this smudy empinically examines the
behaviour of tea garden workers of Assam towards the use of basic financial services. The smdy
investizates the use of financial services namely deposit, credit and insurance among the tea garden workers
by employing simple arithmetic tools. Our results reveal that. a considerable mumber of tea zarden workers
in the state have access to bank accounts, however, most of them seldom visit banks and use banking
facilites. In addition, use of altermate banking channels 1s also very low among the tea garden workers. The
idea of self-help groups is also not wvery popular among them. The tea garden workers hardly have any
access to formal credit Almost half of the sample is iznorant about insurance. Morsover, awareness about
government sponsorad financial scheme is also found to be Jow among the tea garden workers.

Keywords: Financial Inchusion: Tea Garden Worker; Assam
1. INTRODUCTION

meteamdustryocmplesanmtphcem&eeconomyot‘AssmAssunxstbelngstcmihm(of
total tea production of India and has a sizeabls concenmation of tea zarden workers. Bur, being an
indusoy of considerable economic importance, the working class in this indusery are most vulnerable and
deprived in most of the socio-economic aspects. Low wage, poor housing and lack of avenuss for social
mobility have been a recuming theme since its inception of tea industry in the early 19th cenrury (Behal
1985).
'Ih?Phnm'wnLabourAu 1951 reguiates the condition of workers on plantation and makes provision of
welfare schemes including basic amenities of life. Bur till date no rule or act has been passed which makes
provision for basic financial facilities. The wvital role that can be playved by the awvailability of basic financial
services in improving the economic conditions of labourers is being izpered. Tea garden labourers are
heavily dependent on informal credit sources due to lack of formal credit. Eighty per cent of the tea labour
families spend whatever they eam in meeting the basic needs of their day to day life and only a small zroup
ofthnxhsmdm&ehh:ofmgﬂnmgwﬂsmmgmmnwﬁ 2009).
Access to afordable financial services especially credit and insurance enlarges Bvelihood opportumities
and empowers the poor to take charge of their life and ads social and political stability (Throat, 2008).
@mﬂm&emeof&mﬂsmsnmmgmmmmofmm
constant effort with vamous policy imifiatives beginming from nationalisation of comumercial
bmksmlQGOstoPndhmMm)’memYopmm2014mthﬂ:eumtopmalemebemﬁxsofﬁmmal
financaal system to those sectons of population who are so far denied these services. Although progress 5
being made, it has been observed that the inclusion is not been adequately spread through a vast segment of
the society (Resarve Bank of India, 2015).
Against this backdrop, the paper attempts to look inro the behaviour of the tea garden workers towards
availing and using Snancial services. The study s carried out using data from a primary sample survey. The
findings of the paper suggest that a large section of t=a garden workers have access to back account
however, only a handful use the account for basic banking services. There is hardly any formal credit source
available for them. Awareness about many financial services such as msurance schemss is also very low.
2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE
The tea industry i1s among the oldest of the organised manufacturing sectors m India and has retained its
position as the single largest employer in this sector because of its labour-intensive character {Sarkar, 2008).
Unlike most other industries. t2chnolozical advancement has not been able to reduce the mmportance of
Iabour in tea industry (Sarma, 2009). In the stase of Assam the tea labour population (both tea and ex-tea
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ABSTRACT

Assam, a north-eastern state in India contributes the largest share in India’s total
1ea production. However, the workers in the tea gardens of the state are considered
as one of the pood and marginalised sections of the population. The warkers’ com-
munity has limited access 10 anti-poverty sodial security programmes and other
social welfare schemes including formal financial services. Uding primasy data, this
study examines the etent of finandial incluson among the tea garden workers in
Assam. We study Sinancial inclusion In terms of access 1o a bank account, credit
and insumnce. Our results reveal that financial Indusion among the workers has
deepened considerably but nat in all dimensions. We find education as an import-
ant derminant of financial inclusion among the tea gardan workers In Asam. To
make the process of financial indusion among the tea garden workers more exped-
itlous and comprehensive, spedific initiatives towards daivering govemment<pon-
wored schemes are needed.

KEYWORDS fnaxal nduson, tae garden worker, Assam

1. Introd uction

Anandal inclusion is the process that ensures easy avallability and usage of finandal
services for all sections Induding the vulnerable groups. It &5 well established that
sy acces to vanous financal services among the vulnerable sections of the sock-
ey has an influence on their poverty and Inequality {Sahoo et al| 2017). Munyegera
and Matsumoto (2016) highlighted significant welfare benefits of access to afford-
able finandal services in several sodo-economic areas induding reduction in poverty
and vulnerability among the rural poor. Access to finance ks essential for economic
growth in deweloping and transitioning economies, as it empowers the people and
gives them the opportunity to have an account, to save and inwest, to insure thelr
lives or to take a Joan and In many cases to break the chain of poventy (Noose,
2006). However, according to a World Bank estimate, about 2 billion aduits world-
wide do not have a basic bank account (World Bank, 2018} and according to Chibba
{2009) the excluson 5 more acute in developing countries. Policymakers across
countries are making a constant effort to bring all sections of their population under

C2W 1 The Asochdon for Sodisd Ecomomics
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W AND USES OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
MG THE TEA GARDEN WORKERS OF ASSAM

Priyanka Dutta
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INTRODUCTION

of access to financial services is one of the well-recogrized
I'Wmmwtwnbicmmwﬁmmbm
aver for economic growth in developing and transitioning economies,
wers the people and gives them the opportunity to have an account,
- %, to insure their homes or to take a loan and in many cases to
: M(wamm.mmgnmp(mm
of World's population across the countries are excluded from
P beniing sech The World Bank has directly linked such exclusion from
, system with higher poverty and inequality (World Bank, 2005,
% Accoeding to a World Bank estimate, about 2 billion adults worldwide
55 ot have & busic account (World Bank, 2018) and this exclusion is more
#M'Mbwwmmmﬁﬁmd
“v4 has femaine as the main thrust of banking policy for several
s 1< Government is making constant effort with various Policy
mmnmdmmenidmbm 1960s to
N AU W-hmcmumuwwwrﬁqd
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THE IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 ngme:,
EDUCATION FINANCING ON

Dr. Sahidul Ahmed

'
INTRODUCTION

"I"hc COVID-18 pandemic has affected educational systems worldy
leading to the total closures of schools, universities and colleges §
conventional educational system has, without proper infrastructure
- facilities, bound to change in online system. Most governments decideg
, temporarily close educational institutions in an attempt to reduce the spre
of COVID-191. And in the subsequent period, most of the state totally clog
their educational institutions of all level. As reported by UNICEF2 on 12 fanu
2021, approximately 825 million learners are currently affected due to sche
closures in response to the pandemic.
} The economic alarm associated with the COVID-19 pandemic is likely i
l significantly larger than anything seen since the financial crisis of 2008/
speedyspxeadofmmﬁmshadalmadyoosthumanlifelnawryhigh
The poor infrastructure and medical facilities and the health system needeg
' dealwithmvid-l9,ﬂlecwtformedkalwmoonﬁnuebgmwinall!he
dﬂ!wrumshmbdmsipﬁﬁmmdedlmpﬁmmdmeﬁgltml
‘ :mnd?nmdlﬁmki’nmmy‘gmmes.nmeeﬁtmhawdmdyledw
creases in unemployment and underemployment rates and will continué
We::a the survival of many firms world-wide3,
covid-19 pandemic will create significant fiscal policy challen
hmostolﬂteatatcsofﬂwwodd.ﬂ\emoz“ﬁlmmdm ﬁsggl challenge
& country face due to pandemic is fund for education. As most of the b
.“:“""mﬁwl\id\mﬁmdhsheduauondmelowmm count
Mmmmwwmmm, their priority
:  The domestic govt. cost for health care facilities growi
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